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Living the Adventure Ministries guides the way to a growing relationship with Jesus through 
mission experiences.

I AM the Way, the Truth, the Life
(Devotion was devotion shared on 4/9 in the Guide Email)

Our	Lenten	Adventure	is	beginning	to	make	its	turn	toward	
Holy	Week	and	the	remembrance	of	Jesus’	days	from	
Triumphal	Entry	to	Crucifixion.	The	road	is	becoming	more	
difficult,	and	the	evidence	of	faithfulness	and	trust	are	
becoming	more	apparent	as	the	disciples	will	be	
challenged	to	stay	the	course	and	conGnue	the	ministry	for	
which	Jesus	had	called	them.	
		

In	John	14,	we	are	given	insight	into	Jesus’	teaching	as	he	
makes	his	way	to	his	arrest	and	crucifixion.	He	begins	this	
chapter	with	comforGng	words,	“Don’t	let	your	hearts	be	
troubled.	Trust	in	God,	and	trust	also	in	me”	(v.	1).	These	
words	are	preamble	to	his	telling	them	he	will	only	be	with	
them	a	liOle	longer	and	then	he	will	go	away.	He	then	says,	
“And	you	know	the	way	to	where	I	am	going”	(v.	4).	
Thomas	speaks	up,	“No,	we	don’t	know,	Lord.	We	have	no	
idea	where	you	are	going,	so	how	can	we	know	the	way?”	
(v.	5).	This	bold	statement	introduces	Jesus’	sixth	“I	AM”	
statement	in	the	Gospel	of	John:	“I	am	the	way,	the	truth,	
and	the	life.	No	one	can	come	to	the	Father	except	through	
me”	(v.	6).	
		

The	use	of	GPS	to	assist	people	in	geWng	to	their	
desGnaGon	has	created	a	new	dilemma	where	we	no	
longer	recognize	where	we	have	been	and	where	we	are.	
We	tend	to	follow	the	blue	line	on	the	screen	and	listen	to	
the	voice	who	tells	us	which	way	to	turn	and	prepares	us	
for	any	adversity	ahead.	We	can	be	easily	led	astray	
because	we	are	not	familiar	with	the	road	ahead	of	us	and	
we	are	puWng	our	trust	in	a	system	which	seeks	to	give	us	
the	easiest	or	fastest	route,	no	maOer	the	potenGal	
changes	necessary.	
		

In	the	world	today,	there	are	a	lot	of	people	who	are	
looking	for	direcGon	for	their	life	and	have	turned	to	a	
variety	of	philosophies	and	belief-systems	in	hopes	they	
will	find	the	way.	The	way	they	are	seeking	is	limited	to	
today’s	needs	or	wants,	hoping	the	blessings	will	be	
sufficient	to	get	them	through	the	day.	Jesus’	promises	to	
us	speak	to	our	immediate	needs,	while	constantly	
poinGng	beyond	our	immediate	wants	and	needs	to	
something	far	greater:	the	way	to	the	Father.	
		

As	the	disciples	are	approaching	the	last	days	of	Jesus’	life,	
he	wants	them	to	focus	on	the	truth	of	his	promise	to	be	
with	them.	He	later	writes	in	John	14	of	his	sending	the	
Spirit	to	them	as	a	comforter.	Jesus,	though	leaving	them	
in	body,	is	not	leaving	them	as	orphans.	He	is	preparing	a	
place	for	them	and	conGnues	to	be	the	only	way	to	the	
Father.	Jesus	as	the	way	is	more	than	a	blue	line	on	a	map	
giving	us	step	by	step	direcGons;	He	is	the	very	
personificaGon	of	the	map	who,	when	we	follow	him,	we	
are	made	aware	of	where	we	have	been,	where	we	are,	
and	where	we	will	be	when	we	stay	in	Him	and	He	in	us.	
His	Truth	is	found	in	His	great	love	for	us	that	“while	we	
sFll	were	sinners,	Christ	died	for	us”	(Romans	5:8).	
		

In	Holy	Week	we	are	reminded	of	betrayal,	denial,	and	
scaOering.	The	disciples	did	not	seem	to	understand	what	
was	happening	even	though	they	had	been	told.	During	
this	Gme,	we	need	to	recognize	our	own	struggle	to	
understand,	and	focus	on	where	we	are	puWng	our	trust	
for	our	lives.	Do	we	know	Jesus	is	the	only	way	to	the	
Father?	If	so,	are	we	living	our	lives	focused	on	Him	so	He	
can	show	us	the	way?	Do	we	know	the	Truth	of	the	Gospel	
and	the	necessity	of	our	confession	of	sin	and	the	reality	
of	Jesus’	sacrifice	for	us	to	enter	the	fullness	of	life?	I	pray	
as	we	prepare	for	Holy	Week,	you	will	take	Gme	to	
consider	how	your	life	is	focused	on	Jesus	who	is	The	Way;	
The	Truth;	The	Life.	
		

Prayer:	Lord,	I	become	focused	on	the	immediacy	of	life	
forge9ng	the	promises	of	the	future.	Keep	me	focused	
on	you	as	the	way,	the	truth,	and	the	life	for	me	each	
day.	Forgive	me	for	the	@mes	I	seek	another	way,	only	to	
be	reminded	of	your	Gospel	as	the	only	way.	In	Jesus’	
name.	Amen.	

Night of Prayer and Praise
We	had	a	wonderful	Night	of	Prayer	and	Praise	at	the	Clay	
City	Methodist	Church	on	Sunday,	April	13.	It	was	
wonderful	being	in	the	church	that	sent	me	into	ministry	
in	1996	and	played	a	major	part	in	my	growth	and	
discipleship.	We	have	a	few	dates	available	in	the	fall	if	
your	congregaGon	or	organizaGon	would	like	to	host	a	
Night	of	Prayer	and	Praise.	
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Family Update
Isaiah	performed	in	his	final	Dinner	Theater	at	Edwards	
County	High	School.	He	did	a	great	job	as	he	was	involved	
in	skits,	dinner	music,	show	choir,	choir,	and	band.	He	will	
conGnue	his	musical	endeavors	as	part	of	the	Olney	
Central	College	Choir	in	the	fall.	
		

Sarafina	once	again	parGcipated	in	the	Albion	Grade	
School	St.	Jude’s	Hospital	Math-a-thon.	For	the	fourth	
year,	she	raised	the	most	money	in	the	school.	She	enjoys	
raising	money	to	help	find	a	cure	for	childhood	cancers	
and	to	support	children	and	families	who	are	affected	by	
cancer.	Thank	you	to	each	person	who	made	this	possible.	

India Trip
We	are	traveling	to	India	again	in	2025.	The	dates	for	the	
trip	are	September	25-October	11.	This	trip	features	
opportuniGes	for	you	to	visit	great	tourist	locaGons	and	
experience	the	culture,	food,	and	beauty	of	places	like	
Agra,	Jaipur,	Delhi,	and	Lucknow.	We	will	also	stay	at	the	
Sat	Tal	Estate	for	one	week	to	parGcipate	with	brothers	
and	sisters	from	India	at	the	Sat	Tal	ChrisGan	Ashram.	This	
Gme	of	teaching,	worshiping,	and	fellowshipping	is	a	
highlight	of	the	trip.	We	will	wrap	up	the	trip	with	a	safari	
at	the	Jim	CorbeO	NaGonal	Park	on	our	way	back	to	Delhi.	
The	cost	of	the	trip	is	about	$3600	+	Flight	for	the	trip.	
Prices	will	decrease	as	we	pass	certain	milestones	of	
parGcipants.	For	more	informaGon,	you	can	find	the	
iGnerary	on	our	website:	www.livingtheadventure.net	
under	the	mission	trips	tab.	

Malawi in November
Our	next	mission	opportunity	in	Malawi	is	scheduled	for	
November	1-15.	It	is	likely	we	will	fly	out	on	October	31,	
but	that	decision	will	be	finalized	when	we	purchase	the	
Gckets	for	our	trip.	We	will	work	in	villages	where	we	have	
started	microcredit	ministries	and	where	we	are	seeing	
growth	in	the	church	and	the	community.	There	will	be	
opportuniGes	for	preaching,	teaching	and	training.	We	will	
also	spend	Gme	vision-casGng	with	the	leaders	about	
reaching	new	villages	and	starGng	new	churches.	
		

Malawi	is	one	of	the	poorest	countries	in	the	world	with	
over	50%	of	the	people	living	below	the	naGonal	poverty	
line.	Most	of	the	people	work	in	agriculture,	so	climacGc	
events	like	floods,	drought,	and	extreme	heat	adversely	
affects	their	ability	to	make	a	sustaining	wage	to	feed	their	
families	and	provide	for	basic	needs.	There	is	a	high	rate	
of	illiteracy	and	an	educaGonal	vacuum	that	perpetuates	
more	generaGonal	issues.	
		

The	Malawian	people	are	spiritual	people	who	are	seeking	
peace,	fullness	of	life,	and	hope	for	the	future.	In	our	trips	
to	Malawi,	we	oren	witness	people	coming	to	Jesus	for	
the	first	Gme	and	people	who	are	wrestling	with	different	
religious	ideas,	coming	with	quesGons	and	hopes	for	
conversaGon.	There	is	an	ongoing	spiritual	baOle,	yet	we	
conGnue	to	see	victory.	
		

If	you	are	interested	in	traveling	with	us	to	Malawi,	please	
contact	MaO	(maO@livingtheadventure.net	or	
618-830-6670).	We	expect	the	cost	to	be	about	$3,500	
per	person.	

Celtic Easter Prayer
Lord	Jesus	Christ,	we	come	before	you	apart,	

	yet	united	in	your	Spirit.	
We	come	to	remember	your	glorious	resurrecGon,	

your	appearances	to	your	disciples	and	
the	hope	and	courage	that	filled	their	hearts.	

Lord	Jesus,	as	you	came	to	them,	so	come	to	us.	
		

Christ	Jesus,	in	the	light	of	your	risen	presence	
and	in	union	with	the	first	frail	apostles,	we	say	sorry:	

for	not	weighing	your	words,	
for	not	sharing	your	trials,	

for	not	believing	your	promises.	
		

Risen	Christ,	
disperse	the	sin	from	our	souls,		
as	the	mist	departs	from	the	hills.	

Be	in	what	we	do,	inform	what	we	say		
and	redeem	who	we	are.	

So	now	Lord,	we	come	before	you	to	praise	you,		
to	thank	you	and	to	worship	

you	for	all	you	have	done	for	us.	
With	new	understanding	of	that	which		

you	desire	to	do	through	us:	
Lord	Jesus,	as	we	come	to	you,	so	come	to	us.	

Amen.	

”Three R’s of Ministry”
I	recently	had	the	opportunity	to	travel	to	Kansas	for	a	
local	church	ChrisGan	Ashram.	Since	I	was	already	“in	the	
area,”	I	decided	to	visit	several	people	in	Kansas,	
Oklahoma,	and	Arkansas.	Each	day	brought	new	
opportuniGes	to	sit	in	coffee	shops,	on	the	front	porch	of	
homes,	or	at	a	restaurant	talking,	sharing	our	stories,	and	
praying	together.	I	was	rejuvenated	with	each	
conversaGon	and	realized	how	too	oren	I	become	Ged	
down	to	my	desk,	missing	those	great	opportuniGes	to	
meet	with	people	when	I	am	at	home.	
		

During	a	journaling	session	at	a	ChrisGan	Ashram	earlier	
this	year,	the	Holy	Spirit	laid	on	my	heart	a	theme	for	His	
calling	on	my	life.	This	theme	is	summarized	well	using	the	
old	educaGonal	adage	“The	three	R’s”	of	ministry:	
Reading,	WriGng,	and	RelaGonships.	Each	day,	I	seek	to	
live	my	life	engaging	each	of	these	areas.	I	sense	God’s	call	
to	be	acGvely	reading,	proclaiming	the	Good	News	
through	wriGng,	and	engaging	people	in	deepening	
relaGonship	with	God	and	with	one	another.	

Through	your	generosity,	I	can	live	more	fully	into	God’s	
call	on	my	life	as	I	write	to	be	read,	write	to	speak,	and	
build	relaGonships	with	people	around	the	world.	Thank	
you	for	your	conGnued	love	toward	this	ministry.	

Upcoming Events
We	are	working	on	scheduling	events	for	2025.	
Contact	us	to	plan	an	event.	

May	3—Oblong	Evangelical	Lock-In	
May	4-7—Oblong	Evangelical	Revival	
May	8-9—Micah’s	GraduaGon	from	WKU	
May	17—MaO	speak	at	ECHS	Baccalaureate	
May	17—Isaiah’s	ECHS	GraduaGon	

Spring Gifts
At	the	Living	the	Adventure	Ministries	Office,	we	
conGnue	to	sell	metal	art	from	HaiG.	As	Spring	is	soon	
around	the	corner	(I	can’t	wait!),	we	want	to	invite	
you	to	come	by	our	office	to	see	the	Garden	Stakes	
featuring	buOerflies,	sunflowers,	and	hummingbirds.	
These	Garden	Stakes	add	flair	to	your	garden	and	
landscaping	and	each	purchase	supports	our	ongoing	
mission	work	in	HaiG	and	around	the	world.	Our	
office	is	at	652	Illinois	Route	15	in	Albion.	
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